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CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 1552 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PEPR, EG, SY 

SUBJ: ASSAD TALKS OF RECONCILIATION WITH EGYPT 

1 . ON THREE OCCASIONS IN PAST TWO WEEKS PRESIDENT AL- 
ASSAD HAS SPOKEN OF RECONCILIATION WITH EGYPT. ON MARCH 1 1 

HE TOLD JAMES RESTON "IT WILL NOT BE LONG BEFORE IT IS 
CLEAR 

THAT SADAT'S APPROACH TO THE MIDDLE EAST CRISIS HAS FAILED AND 
THIS THE CARTER-BEGIN MEETING IN WASHINGTON WILL NOT BREAK THE 
STALEMATE. TH WILL BE IMPORTANT TO GET THE ARAB 
STATES TOGETHER AGAIN TO PREPARE ANOTHER APPROACH TO ISRAEL. 

THEN ON MARCH 17 HE REPORTEDLY ADDRESSED THE REGIONAL COMMAND 

REFERRING POSITIVELY TO PRESIDENT SADAT (DAO CABLE DAMASCUS 1520) 

FINALLY, ON MARCH 18 ASSAD TOLD ARNAUD DE B ORCHGRA VE : "PRESIDENT 

SADAT SAYS HE IS NOT PLAYED OUT YET, SO WE WILL 

HAVE TO WAIT A LITTLE WHILE LONGER. THEN THE TIME WILL ONCE 
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AGAIN BE PROPITIOUS TO BRING ABOUT A RAPPROCHEMENT BETWEEN 
THE ARAB CONFRONTATION STATES ON A PLATFORM OF GENUINE 
PEACE, NOT THE ARTIFICIAL PATCHWORK SADAT SEEMS INTERESTED 
IN." 

2. THE FOLLOWING DAY ASSAD'S PRESS SECRETARY, ON PRESIDENT'S 
INSTRUCTION ASKED DE B ORCHGRA VE TO DELETE THIS STATEMENT 
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FROM TEXT OF HIS ARTICLE, WE ASSUME THIS WAS DUE TO FACT THAT 
STEADFASTNESS FRONT IS CURRENTLY MEETING IN DAMASCUS 
AND PRESIDENT'S STATEMENT WOULD BE TAKEN AS GRATUITOUS 
AFFRONT. WE GATHER FROM A LOCAL REPORTER THAT ONE REASON 
ASSAD WAS SO ANGRY ABOUT PLO TERRORIST ATTACK IN ISRAEL IS 
THAT IT MADE A BEGIN CONFRONTATION WITH PRESIDENT CARTER 
UNLIKELY ON ISSUE OF WEST BANK/GAZA AND PALESTINIAN 
REPRESENTATION. BEGIN 

HAD HAD BEEN COUNTING ON THIS CONFRONTATION 

TO BRING SADAT INITIATMLE TO END ON TERMS CONDUCIVE TO FOSTER- 

INF ARAB SOLIDARITY. 

MURPHY 
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